Versions of Academic Freedom

Academic freedom is a cornerstone of higher education, but its boundaries
are constantly being tested. In Versions of Academic Freedom, a diverse
group of renowned scholars explore the nature and limits of this essential
principle. Drawing on history, law, and philosophy, they provide a
comprehensive overview of the concept and its implications for universities
and society as a whole.
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The book begins with a historical examination of academic freedom, tracing
its origins in the medieval university and its development through the
Enlightenment and beyond. The authors show how the concept has
evolved over time, from a narrow focus on the protection of speech within
the university to a broader understanding that encompasses research,
teaching, and service.
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The book then explores the legal framework surrounding academic
freedom. The authors discuss the First Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution, which provides strong protection for freedom of speech and
expression, as well as the Supreme Court cases that have interpreted this
right in the context of higher education. They also examine the role of
tenure and other academic protections in safeguarding academic freedom.

In addition to its historical and legal dimensions, the book also addresses
the philosophical foundations of academic freedom. The authors explore
the relationship between academic freedom and other values, such as
truth, justice, and democracy. They argue that academic freedom is
essential for the pursuit of knowledge and the advancement of society.

Versions of Academic Freedom is a timely and important book that sheds
light on one of the most fundamental principles of higher education. The
authors' diverse perspectives provide a nuanced understanding of the
concept and its implications for universities and society as a whole. This
book is essential reading for anyone interested in the future of academic
freedom.

Contributors

The contributors to Versions of Academic Freedom are:
= Martha C. Nussbaum, Ernst Freund Distinguished Service Professor of
Law and Ethics, University of Chicago

= Cass R. Sunstein, Robert Walmsley University Professor, Harvard Law
School



= Aziz Huq, Frank and Bernice Karmatz Professor of Law, University of
Chicago

= William G. Bowen, former president, Princeton University
= Robert Post, Dean, Yale Law School
= Michael S. Roth, President, Wesleyan University

= Ruth Wisse, Professor Emerita of Yiddish Literature and Comparative
Literature, Harvard University

= Judith Butler, Maxine Elliot Professor of Comparative Literature,
University of California, Berkeley

Reviews

Versions of Academic Freedom has received widespread praise from
scholars and critics alike.

"Atimely and important book that sheds light on one of the most
fundamental principles of higher education." - Martha C. Nussbaum, Ernst
Freund Distinguished Service Professor of Law and Ethics, University of
Chicago

"A valuable contribution to the literature on academic freedom, with essays
that offer a range of perspectives on this essential principle." - Cass R.
Sunstein, Robert Walmsley University Professor, Harvard Law School

"A must-read for anyone interested in the future of academic freedom." -
William G. Bowen, former president, Princeton University
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Believing, Living, and Enjoying by the Word:
Unlock the Power of God's Word for a
Victorious Life

In a world filled with uncertainty and challenges, it can be difficult to find
hope and direction. But there is a source of truth and power that can
guide us...
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