
Urban Idealism in America: A Visionary
History from the Puritans to the Present
Urbanism has shaped American history and culture in profound ways. From
the Puritan settlements of New England to the sprawling metropolises of
the 21st century, cities have been both a crucible of aspiration and a source
of conflict. In "Urban Idealism in America," Andrew Wiese explores the
complex and often contradictory visions that Americans have held for their
cities throughout the nation's history.

This comprehensive and engaging book traces the evolution of urban
ideals from the colonial era to the present day. Wiese argues that American
city planning has always been guided by a tension between two competing
impulses: the desire to create a more just and equitable society and the
drive to maximize economic growth and technological progress.
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Wiese's book is a valuable resource for anyone interested in American
history, urban planning, or the relationship between society and the built
environment. It is a richly illustrated and meticulously researched work that
offers a fresh perspective on one of the most important aspects of
American life.

The Puritan City

The Puritans who founded New England in the 17th century had a distinct
vision for the urban environment. They believed that cities should be
centers of religious and moral instruction, where the population could lead
a godly and Free Downloadly life. Puritan cities were typically laid out on a
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grid plan, with a central meetinghouse or church at the heart of the
community.

The Puritans' urban ideal was based on the belief that the physical
environment could shape human behavior. They believed that by creating a
well-Free Downloaded and harmonious city, they could create a more
virtuous and prosperous society.

The Commercial City

As America grew in the 19th century, the Puritan ideal of the city gave way
to a more commercial and industrial vision. The rise of capitalism led to the

https://librarycard.aroadtome.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IjIxVTZnaFkwaWZwb1NaVWd0WE85b1doTDEzc3V3SEFTMFRcL0xsRTVGQVNrZjNzTXpmXC8rQTNveUJkclM1SEdUajdpN1FPN1lkQnhiUTQ3amVxeGR3bENTNVFwakZJZU5KYVRSUEs5RzlWdEZqOGRBTStBcmhhQ2pXRmlPUno3SW1BNXdQWnZZaVF3QlQzb3dSWGxuTDV2c1pjKzJUU3B5Q2pXaWgwMzhjNFZmWXh6cjVpcmlVM3o5dFVxRzZycU5tU2g3bHZFZVl5STIzamNENEJrd3hHUT09IiwiaXYiOiI0NDZmMjI2MzIxZjM3ZDQ0YmMwYWJhYzk0YjA5YzY2OCIsInMiOiI1ZjQ0YWUyZWI0ZTk5YWQzIn0%3D


development of new urban forms, such as the factory, the warehouse, and
the skyscraper.

The commercial city was designed to maximize economic growth and
efficiency. It was a place where people could work, shop, and make money.
The physical environment of the commercial city was often chaotic and
overcrowded, but it also offered opportunities for wealth and advancement.

The City Beautiful



In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, a new urban ideal emerged: the
City Beautiful. This movement sought to create cities that were not only
functional but also aesthetically pleasing. City Beautiful planners believed
that the physical environment could uplift the human spirit and create a
more harmonious society.
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The City Beautiful movement led to the creation of many of America's most
famous parks, boulevards, and public buildings. It also inspired the
development of new architectural styles, such as Beaux-Arts and Art Deco.

The Modern City

The 20th century saw the rise of the modern city. Modern cities were
characterized by their size, density, and technological sophistication. They
were also increasingly diverse, as people from all over the world came to
America in search of opportunity.

The modern city has been a source of both fascination and anxiety. It is a
place of great opportunity and potential, but it is also a place of inequality
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and social unrest. The challenge of the 21st century is to find ways to
create modern cities that are both livable and sustainable.

The history of urban idealism in America is a complex and fascinating one.
It is a story of hope and progress, but it is also a story of conflict and
compromise. As we look to the future, it is important to remember the
lessons of the past.

We must strive to create cities that are just, equitable, and sustainable. We
must also create cities that are beautiful and inspiring. By ng so, we can
create a more livable and humane future for all.
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