
Promise and Performance in the Water Quality
Act: A Critical Examination
The Water Quality Act (WQA) is one of the most important pieces of
environmental legislation in the United States. Enacted in 1972, the WQA
set ambitious goals for improving the quality of the nation's waters. The law
has been credited with making significant progress towards these goals,
but it has also been criticized for falling short in some areas.

This article provides a critical examination of the WQA, its implementation,
and its impact on water quality in the United States. The article begins with
a brief overview of the law's history and goals. It then examines the WQA's
major provisions, including those related to water quality standards,
pollution control, and enforcement. The article concludes with an
assessment of the WQA's effectiveness and a discussion of the challenges
that remain in achieving the law's goals.

The WQA was enacted in 1972 in response to growing public concern
about water pollution. At the time, many of the nation's rivers, lakes, and
streams were severely polluted, and water-borne diseases were common.
The WQA set ambitious goals for improving water quality, including:
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Eliminating the discharge of pollutants into navigable waters by 1985

Achieving fishable and swimmable waters by 1983

Protecting the nation's wetlands

The WQA has been amended several times since its enactment, most
notably in 1977 and 1987. These amendments have strengthened the law's
provisions and expanded its scope.

The WQA contains a number of major provisions, including:

Water quality standards: The WQA requires states to adopt water
quality standards for all surface waters within their bFree Downloads.
These standards specify the maximum levels of pollutants that are
allowed in the water and are based on the designated uses of the
water body (e.g., drinking water, swimming, fishing).

Pollution control: The WQA prohibits the discharge of pollutants into
navigable waters without a permit. Permits are issued by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and must specify the types
and amounts of pollutants that can be discharged.

Enforcement: The WQA provides the EPA with a number of
enforcement tools, including the authority to issue fines, impose civil
penalties, and seek criminal charges.
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The WQA has been implemented by the EPA in cooperation with state and
local governments. The EPA has developed regulations to implement the
law's provisions and has provided funding to states to help them develop
and implement their water quality programs.

States have played a major role in implementing the WQA. States are
responsible for adopting water quality standards, issuing permits, and
enforcing the law's provisions. States have also developed a variety of
innovative programs to improve water quality, such as watershed
management plans and green infrastructure projects.

The WQA has had a significant impact on water quality in the United
States. The law has helped to reduce pollution levels in many of the
nation's waters and has improved the health of aquatic ecosystems. The
WQA has also helped to protect drinking water sources and has made it
safer for people to swim, fish, and boat in the nation's waters.

However, the WQA has also fallen short in some areas. Water pollution
remains a problem in many parts of the country, and many of the nation's
waters are still not fishable or swimmable. The WQA has also been
criticized for being too lenient on polluters and for failing to address some
of the most pressing water quality problems, such as climate change and
agricultural runoff.

Despite the progress that has been made, there are still a number of
challenges to achieving the WQA's goals. These challenges include:

Funding: The EPA and states need more funding to implement the
WQA effectively. Funding is needed for a variety of purposes, including



monitoring water quality, developing and implementing water quality
programs, and enforcing the law's provisions.

Political will: There is a lack of political will to address some of the
most pressing water quality problems, such as climate change and
agricultural runoff. This lack of political will makes it difficult to pass
laws and regulations that are needed to protect water quality.

Public apathy: Many people are not aware of the importance of water
quality or the challenges that we face in protecting our water
resources. This lack of public awareness makes it difficult to build
support for water quality protection measures.

The WQA is a landmark piece of environmental legislation that has had a
significant impact on water quality in the United States. However, the law
has also fallen short in some areas, and there are still a number of
challenges to achieving its goals.

Despite the challenges, the WQA remains an important tool for protecting
water quality. The law provides the EPA and states with the authority to
regulate pollution and to enforce water quality standards. The WQA also
provides funding for water quality programs and helps to raise awareness
of the importance of water quality.

With continued effort, the WQA can help us to achieve the goal of clean
water for all Americans.
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