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Gas fired kilns are a versatile and powerful tool for ceramic artists. They
allow for precise temperature control and can be used to fire a wide range
of clay bodies and glazes. However, gas fired kilns can also be complex
and intimidating to operate. This guide will provide you with everything you
need to know about gas fired kilns, from choosing the right kiln for your
needs to firing your first batch of pottery.

Choosing a Gas Fired Kiln

The first step in using a gas fired kiln is to choose the right kiln for your
needs. There are many different types and sizes of gas fired kilns available,
so it is important to do your research before making a Free Download.
Consider the following factors when choosing a kiln:
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= Size: The size of the kiln will determine how much pottery you can fire
at one time. If you are just starting out, a small kiln may be sufficient.
However, if you plan on producing larger pieces or firing large
quantities of pottery, you will need a larger kiln.

= Fuel type: Gas fired kilns can be fueled by natural gas or propane.
Natural gas is more common, but propane is more portable. If you do
not have access to natural gas, you will need to choose a propane-
fired kiln.

= Temperature range: The temperature range of the kiln will determine
what types of clay bodies and glazes you can fire. Most gas fired kilns
have a maximum temperature of around 1200 degrees Celsius (2200
degrees Fahrenheit). However, some kilns can reach temperatures of
up to 1300 degrees Celsius (2400 degrees Fahrenheit). If you plan on
firing high-fire clay bodies or glazes, you will need a kiln with a higher
maximum temperature.

= Features: Some gas fired kilns come with additional features, such as
digital controllers, programmable firing cycles, and automatic shut-off
systems. These features can make it easier to operate the kiln and
achieve consistent results.

Setting Up Your Kiln

Once you have chosen a gas fired kiln, you will need to set it up in a well-
ventilated area. The kiln should be placed on a level surface and away from
flammable materials. You will also need to connect the kiln to a gas supply
and an electrical outlet. Refer to the manufacturer's instructions for specific
setup procedures.



Loading the Kiln

Once the kiln is set up, you can begin loading it with pottery. It is important
to load the kiln carefully to avoid damaging the pottery or the kiln. Follow
these steps to load the kiln:

1. Place the pottery on kiln shelves. Make sure that the pottery is evenly
spaced and that there is enough space between the pieces for the
heat to circulate.

2. Stack the kiln shelves inside the kiln. Start with the heaviest pieces on
the bottom and work your way up to the lightest pieces on the top.

3. Use kiln posts or props to support the kiln shelves and prevent them
from collapsing.

4. Close the kiln door and seal it with kiln cement.

Firing the Kiln

Once the kiln is loaded, you can begin firing it. Follow these steps to fire the
kiln:

1. Turn on the gas supply and ignite the burners.

2. Set the kiln controller to the desired firing schedule. The firing schedule
will determine how quickly the kiln heats up and cools down.

3. Monitor the kiln temperature throughout the firing process. Make sure
that the kiln is reaching the desired temperature and that the heat is
evenly distributed throughout the kiln.

4. Once the firing is complete, turn off the gas supply and allow the kiln to
cool down slowly.



Troubleshooting Gas Fired Kilns

Gas fired kilns can sometimes experience problems. However, most
problems can be easily fixed with a little troubleshooting. Here are some
common problems and how to fix them:

= The kiln is not heating up: Check the gas supply and make sure that
the burners are ignited. Also, check the kiln controller to make sure
that it is set to the correct firing schedule.

= The kiln is heating up too quickly: Reduce the gas flow or adjust the
firing schedule to slow down the heating rate.

= The kiln is not reaching the desired temperature: Check the gas
supply and make sure that the burners are working properly. Also,
check the kiln controller to make sure that it is set to the correct firing
schedule.

= The kiln is cooling down too quickly: Close the kiln door and seal it
with kiln cement. Also, check the kiln controller to make sure that it is
set to the correct cooling schedule.

= The pottery is cracking or exploding: This is usually caused by firing
the pottery too quickly. Slow down the heating rate and cooling rate to
prevent this from happening.

Gas fired kilns are a powerful tool for ceramic artists. By following the tips
in this guide, you can learn how to use a gas fired kiln safely and
effectively. With a little practice, you will be able to achieve stunning results
in your ceramic artwork.
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