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By Mary Ethel McAuley

In the summer of 1914, Mary Ethel McAuley, a young American woman,
traveled to Germany to visit her family. She arrived just as World War I was
breaking out, and she ended up staying in Germany for the next four years.
During that time, she witnessed firsthand the horrors of war and the
resilience of the German people.

McAuley's book, Germany In War Time, is a fascinating and poignant
account of her experiences. She writes about the food shortages, the air
raids, and the constant fear of death. She also writes about the kindness
and generosity of the German people, who welcomed her into their homes
and shared their meager supplies with her.
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McAuley's book is a valuable historical document that provides a unique
perspective on World War I. It is also a moving and personal story of one
woman's experience of war.
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The Outbreak of War

McAuley arrived in Germany in July 1914, just a few weeks before the
outbreak of World War I. She was visiting her family in the city of Cologne,
and she was initially unaware of the growing tensions in Europe.

On August 1, 1914, Germany declared war on Russia. McAuley was
shocked by the news, and she immediately began to make plans to return
to the United States. However, the war had already begun to disrupt travel,
and she was unable to find a way to leave Germany.

McAuley decided to stay in Germany and witness the war firsthand. She
wanted to see how the German people were coping with the conflict, and
she wanted to report on her experiences to the American public.

Life in Wartime Germany

Life in wartime Germany was difficult. Food was scarce, and the constant
threat of air raids made it difficult to go about daily life. McAuley witnessed



the bombing of Cologne firsthand, and she was horrified by the destruction
and loss of life.

Despite the hardships, McAuley was impressed by the resilience of the
German people. She wrote about their courage, their determination, and
their kindness. She also wrote about the many ways in which the German
people were helping each other to survive the war.

McAuley's book is full of vivid descriptions of life in wartime Germany. She
writes about the food shortages, the air raids, the rationing, and the black
market. She also writes about the impact of the war on German culture and
society.

The End of the War

The war finally ended in November 1918. McAuley was overjoyed, and she
immediately began to make plans to return to the United States. She was
eager to see her family and friends again, and she was hopeful for a future
without war.

McAuley returned to the United States in December 1918. She was
welcomed home as a hero, and she was praised for her courage and her
reporting on the war. She continued to write about her experiences in
Germany, and she became a leading advocate for peace.

Epilogue

McAuley's book, Germany In War Time, remains a valuable historical
document today. It is a fascinating and poignant account of one woman's
experience of World War I. It is also a reminder of the horrors of war and
the importance of peace.



McAuley died in 1964 at the age of 84. She is buried in Arlington National
Cemetery.
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