
Gandhi and Nationalism: The Path to Indian
Independence
Mahatma Gandhi was one of the most influential figures in the 20th century.
He was the preeminent leader of the Indian independence movement and
is widely considered to be one of the greatest advocates for peace and
justice in history.

Gandhi's philosophy of non-violent resistance, known as Satyagraha, was
a powerful force in the struggle against British colonial rule in India. Gandhi
believed that violence only begets more violence, and that the only way to
achieve lasting peace was through non-violent means.
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Gandhi's leadership was instrumental in the Indian independence
movement. He organized mass protests, civil disobedience campaigns, and
hunger strikes, all in an effort to force the British to grant India
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independence. In 1947, India finally achieved independence, and Gandhi is
widely credited as being the driving force behind its success.

Gandhi's legacy extends far beyond India. He is an inspiration to activists
and peacemakers around the world. His philosophy of non-violent
resistance has been used by countless individuals and organizations to
fight for justice and equality.

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the life and work of
Mahatma Gandhi. It explores Gandhi's philosophy of non-violent
resistance, his role in the struggle against British colonial rule, and his
legacy as a global icon of peace and justice.

This book is an essential read for anyone interested in Gandhi, the Indian
independence movement, or the history of non-violent resistance.
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Chapter 1: The Early Life of Mahatma Gandhi

Mahatma Gandhi was born on October 2, 1869, in Porbandar, India. His
father, Karamchand Gandhi, was a government official, and his mother,
Putlibai Gandhi, was a deeply religious woman.



Gandhi grew up in a devout Hindu household. He was taught the
importance of ahimsa (non-violence) and vegetarianism. Gandhi was also a
bright and curious child, and he excelled in his studies.

In 1876, Gandhi's father was transferred to Rajkot, and the family moved
with him. Gandhi continued his studies in Rajkot, and he also began to
learn about the British colonial rule in India.

Gandhi was deeply disturbed by the British rule in India. He believed that
the British were exploiting the Indian people, and he was determined to
fight for their freedom.

Chapter 2: Gandhi's Philosophy of Non-Violent Resistance

In 1888, Gandhi traveled to England to study law. While in England, Gandhi
was exposed to the ideas of non-violent resistance. Gandhi was particularly
influenced by the writings of Henry David Thoreau and Leo Tolstoy.

Gandhi came to believe that violence was never the answer to injustice. He
believed that the only way to achieve lasting peace was through non-violent
means.

Gandhi's philosophy of non-violent resistance, known as Satyagraha, is
based on the following principles:

Truth is the highest power.

Non-violence is the only way to achieve truth.

Love is the greatest force in the world.

Suffering is a necessary part of the path to truth.



Gandhi believed that Satyagraha was a powerful weapon that could be
used to fight injustice and oppression.

Chapter 3: Gandhi's Role in the Indian Independence Movement

Gandhi returned to India in 1893, and he immediately began to put his
philosophy of non-violent resistance into practice.
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